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A Program That Meets the Diverse Needs of
Students Learning Japanese Language and
Culture
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The Osaka University Intensive Japanese Language and Culture Program
for Exchange Students - the Maple Program - is one of the programs
designed and operated by the Center for Japanese Language and Culture,
Osaka University. The forerunner of the Center was the Special Course for
Foreign Students, established in 1954 in the former Osaka University of
Foreign Studies. As a hub of Japanese language and cultural education for
more than half a century, the Center has been supporting international
students financed by the Japanese government in line with governmental
policy. In addition to international students financed by the government, the
Center supports privately financed international students, using
scholarships provided by the Japan Student Services Organization (JASSO).
The Maple Program was established in 1999 in the former Osaka
University of Foreign Studies as a short-term student exchange program
using the JASSO scholarship. Ever since, the Maple Program has provided
international students with opportunities to study Japanese language and
culture. In October 2008, the new Maple Program was inaugurated in line
with the merger of Osaka University of Foreign Studies into Osaka
University that was implemented in October 2007. With the inauguration of
the new Maple Program, the Center for Japanese Language and Culture
began to design the curriculum for the entire Maple Program, which
specializes in Japanese language and culture.
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2014-2015 Maple Program

Purpose e

To Foster the Ability of Students to
Understand Japan and Things Japanese
from Diverse Viewpoints
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Interest in Japanese culture and society has been steadily growing outside
Japan, as evidenced by increasing numbers of students majoring in
Japanese language and culture in overseas universities, as well as
individuals self-studying these subjects. Studying Japanese language and
culture outside Japan, however, entails various challenges. For one thing,
such students tend to have only fragmentary knowledge. The Maple
Program is designed to foster the ability of such students to understand
Japan and things Japanese from diverse viewpoints through comparative
studies. In the Maple Program, students are encouraged to compare and
contrast Japanese language and culture with those of their home
countries. The curriculum, comprising various academic subjects to meet
diverse needs of individual students, is designed to enable students to
study Japanese language, culture and society in a comprehensive manner,
while at the same time improving their Japanese language proficiency.
Moreover, the Maple Program provides international students with diverse
opportunities for direct communication with Japanese students and for
learning various aspects of Japan through hands-on programs concerning
Japanese society and culture.
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