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Intensive Japanese Programs

1. Types of Programs
The Center for Japanese Language and Culture, Osaka University, offers various short-term 
intensive Japanese programs, mainly for Monbu-kagaku-sho (MEXT) scholarship students.  
They are categorized into the following programs according to the content.  Each program 
is described in detail in its proper section.

① Undergraduate Students Program [U]　(enrolled in April, one-year program)
② Japanese Studies Program [J]　(enrolled in October, one-year program)
③ Maple Program [M]　(enrolled in October, one-year program)
④ OU Foundation Program [F]　(enrolled in October, half-year program)
⑤ OU-MU Short-term Program in Japanese Language and Culture [O]　(enrolled in 

March, half-year program)

2. Classes
(1) Terms

There are four terms (two semesters) each year: Spring and Summer Terms (Spring 
Semester) (April 1 to September 30) and Fall and Winter Terms (Fall Semester) (October 1 
to March 31 of the following year).  Classes in J and M programs are given for 30 weeks a 
year : 15 weeks each in spring and fall semesters, and in U program, for 35 weeks a year.
Also, classes in F program are given for 15 weeks only in fall semester.

(2) Class meeting times
There are five 90-minute time periods, each day from Monday to Friday. 

Period Class meeting times

1st Period 8：50 a.m. － 10：20 a.m.

2nd Period 10：30 a.m. － 12：00 p.m.

3rd Period 1：30 p.m. － 3：00 p.m.

4th Period 3：10 p.m. － 4：40 p.m.

5th Period 4：50 p.m. － 6：20 p.m.
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(3) Credit hours
According to the type of course, credit hours are prescribed as follows:

Category Lecture/Seminar Category Recitation
Credit
hours

Class:
15 credit hours

Private study:
30 credit hours

Credit
hours

Class:
30 credit hours

Private study:
15 credit hours

(4) Cancellation of classes
Cancellation of a class will be announced on the bulletin board near the office of the CJLC 
Office.  Be sure to check the bulletin board before attending a class.
When the instructor in charge does not appear in the classroom within 30 minutes from 
the start time of the class and there is no cancellation notice on the bulletin board, please 
contact the CJLC Office and follow its instructions.
Classes may be cancelled when public transportation service is suspended or a storm 
warning as well as an emergency warning are issued. Please refer to the Guidelines for 
Cancellation of Classes due to weather warnings, disasters, and suspension of public 
transportation (see p.16) to see whether classes will be cancelled.

(5) Supplementary classes
Supplementary classes may be held to make up for a delay in progress or a cancelled class.  
Information on supplementary classes will be given directly by the instructor in charge and 
posted on the bulletin board.

3. Examinations and Academic Record
(1) Examinations

Evaluation methods include written and oral examinations, reports, papers, practical and 
other examinations.  For some courses, the rate of attendance and marks in unscheduled 
examinations are also reflected in grading, or substituted for marks in scheduled 
examinations.  For the evaluation method of each course, see the volume Syllabus through 
KOAN.
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● Matters to note regarding examinations
① Information on scheduled examinations will be posted on the bulletin board or made an 

oral announcement from the instructor in charge.
② If you appear in the classroom later than 30 minutes from the start time of the 

examination, you will not be allowed to take the examination.  Be careful not to be late 
for an examination.  Students may leave the classroom 45 minutes from the start time 
of an examination.

③ If a student is caught cheating or doing other unfair conduct in an examination, he/
she should immediately stop the test, and his/her registration for the subject will be 
cancelled.  Students guilty of unfair conduct will be subjected to disciplinary action in 
accordance with the school regulations.

④ Taking an examination in a subject for which you have not been registered will not 
receive credit.

(2) Grading
Achievement in each subject is evaluated as Grade S, A, B, C, or F as shown in the table 
below:

Assessment Passed Failed

Grade S A B C F

Score (out of 100) 100-90 scores 89-80 scores 79-70 scores 69-60 scores 59-0 scores

(3) Notification of grades
The grades in subjects for which students have registered are notified by Transcript/
Academic Record to each student after the closing ceremony.

4. Approval of Completion
(1) Requirements for a certificate

It is necessary to complete all the subjects required in the program.  For details, such as the 
titles of subjects and the numbers of required subjects and electives, see the each program 
outline given later.
The approval/disapproval of completion of courses is announced in September for the 
August and summer terms and in March for the fall and winter terms.

(2) Certificate of Completion
Certificates will be issued to students who satisfy all the requirements for completion of the 
program in the prescribed manner.
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5. Subject Registration
(1) Placement: Evaluation of degree of proficiency in Japanese

To register for the subjects offered by the CJLC, students need to be evaluated for their 
degree of proficiency in Japanese.  The evaluation is done through a placement test. You 
can take grammar, Kanji and composition test at the CJLC website. For more information  
of the placement test will be notified by Email.

(2) Orientation Sessions by Program
Before or at the beginning of each term, the orientation sessions by program will be held.  
All the students are required to attend the orientation to take classes in each program.  The 
schedule and location of Orientation Sessions by program will be announced by Email.

(3) Registration
Subject registration questionnaire will be conducted every term.
If you fail to register for a subject, you will not be graded for the subject or considered to 
have completed the subject, even if you attend the class.  Any corrections in the subject 
registration forms should be made within the registration period.  Take care in preparing 
and submitting your registration form.
The last day of the registration period is usually about two weeks after the beginning of 
classes.

● Matters to note regarding subject registration
① You cannot register for a course which is not a designated subject.
② For some subjects, students are allowed to register for designated courses only.  At 

the Orientation Sessions by Program mentioned in section (2) above, information 
will be given about important matters in registration.  Be sure to pay attention to this 
information and follow the instructions in registering for subjects.

③ After the deadline of the subject registrations, double-check that all requirements 
have been completed.  If there are any corrections, you must let CJLC office know 
immediately.

(4) Paper of completion course
In some programs/courses, students are required to submit a paper for completion of the 
course.  In accordance to the instructions in the each program outline given later, submit the 
paper by the deadline.
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6. Operation of the CJLC Office
(1) Office hours

The location and office hours of the CJLC Office are as follows :
※Monday-Friday (holidays excluded)

Location 7th floor, Center for Japanese Language and Culture Office

Office 
hours

a.m. 10:00 - 11:30

p.m. 12:30 -  4:30

N.B.  Unscheduled closures or changes in the office hours will be announced on the 
bulletin board.

(2) Communication of curriculum-related information
All curriculum-related information, such as on classes and examinations, will be 
communicated through the bulletin board or Email.  Be sure to check the bulletin board and 
Email near the office of the CJLC Office before attending a class.

(3) Certificates
For student-related certificates, apply to the CJLC Office, using a Request for Certificate 
form.  A certificate will be issued seven days from the date of application, as a rule.  Around 
the end of the semester (March), when many students make applications, it may take 10 
days or so.

Regarding the main student-related certificates issued at the CJLC Office, please refer to 
page 14.

① Transcript / Academic Record
② Certificate of Program Completion
③ Enrollment Certificate
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7. CJLC Library Room
The CJLC Library Room can be found on the 7th floor.  The "LIBRARY CARD" is 

neccessary in order to enter the room.  In addition to general books, you will find various 
textbooks as well as workbooks on learning Japanese, and there is an area where students can 
study while listening to CDs that come with these books.  

Regarding Japanese literature material, the library room facilitates equipment for viewing 
audio visual material: genres ranging from entertainment, movies, drama, to anime and so 
on.  In order to find the material that you want to use, search the "Japanese Literature Data 
and Audio Visual Materials Database" found on the CJLC website.  Students can use the 
computers and printers in the CJLC Library Room.

The CJLC Library Room is open from Monday through Friday, from 10 a.m. to 6:20 p.m. 
(holidays excluded).

(Note) The CJLC Library Room will be closed temporarily on an as-needed basis.
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8. Forms of Certificates
①－ 1　For  U  Program

②　Certificate  of  Program  Completion

①－ 2　For  other  Programs

③　Enrollment  Certificate
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9. Cancellation of Classes Due to Special Circumstances 
 (severe weather/earthquake etc)

• As a general rule, online classes (including regular examinations) will still be held under 
severe weather warnings.

• However, if circumstances make it difficult to hold online classes, departments may 
decide to cancel classes. You will be notified via KOAN if classes have been cancelled.

• If you live in/commute through an area which has been issued a storm warning/
emergency warning or has experienced an earthquake with a seismic intensity (shindo) 
of 5+ or higher and you will not be able to attend online classes due to evacuation and/
or evacuation preparations, your department will make arrangements to prevent any 
penalties with regards to your studies, so please contact the academic affairs section of 
your department.

(1) Weather warning -- "Storm Warning" [boufuu-keihou]/"Emergency 
Warning" [tokubetsu-keihou]

In the case of a "storm warning" [boufuu-keihou] or "emergency warning" [tokubetsu-
keihou] (*) being issued for Toyonaka, Suita, Ibaraki, and/or Minoh, classes will be 
canceled.
If a storm warning is issued while classes are in session, all classes coming after the one in 
which the warning was issued will also be canceled.
*This schedule also applies for any "Emergency Warning" [tokubetsu-keihou] (Emergency 
Warnings are special warnings that generally signify weather that is much more dangerous 
than a typical "Storm Warning.")

(2) Cancellation of Classes due to Transportation Interruptions
If public transportation systems are stopped or suspended (here in after “Suspended”) 
(include in case of only portion of line is suspended) due to uncontrollable circumstances 
by disasters the following procedures will be in effect.  
① For Toyonaka Campus students:
 Hankyu Takarazuka Line (Umeda-Takarazuka), or Osaka Monorail (all lines)
② For Suita Campus students:
 Hankyu Senri Line (Umeda/Tenjimbashisuji 6chome-Kitasenri), or Osaka Monorail (all 

lines)
③ For Minoh Campus students
 Osaka Metro Midosuji Line (include Kita-Osaka Kyuko Line) (Umeda/Minoh-Kayano), 

or Osaka Monorail (all lines)
However, please be aware that the procedures for cancellation of classed do not apply when 
the suspended caused by accidents or trouble. 
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(3) Resumption of Classes after Cancellation for Weather Warning or 
Suspension of Public Transport Services 

Classes will proceed based on the following schedule in case of cancellation for weather 
warning or suspension of Public Transport Services. 
If the weather warning has been canceled or suspension of public transportation has been 
resolved  before 6a.m.　→　All classes will be held as usual.
If the weather warning has been canceled or suspension of public transportation has been 
resolved before 9a.m.　→　Afternoon classes will be held.
If the weather warning or suspension of public transportation service is still continuing at 
9a.m. →　Classed will be canceled all day.
Note 1: Students in the United Graduate School of Child Development will be contacted by 
email regarding classes.
Note 2: Severe weather warning/suspension of public transportation are broadcast on the 
radio, TV, and internet.

(4) Cancellation of Classes Due to Earthquake
In the case of an earthquake with seismic intensity of grater 5 occurred in Toyonaka, Suita, 
Ibaraki, and/or Minoh, classes will be canceled.  Also, if the earthquake occurred after 5:15 
p.m., next day’s classes will be canceled all day.
And, in the case of an earthquake occurred out the area stated above, or the case of its 
seismic intensity of lower 5, all classes will be adjusted as the “2. Cancellation of Class Due 
to Transportation Interruption”.

(5) Evacuation Instruction or Emergency Safety Measures due to Disaster 
In the case of an “evacuation instruction” or “emergency safety measures” (herein after 
“Evacuation Instruction”) due to disaster being issued for Toyonaka, Suita, Ibaraki, and/or 
Minoh, Department and Division located at the area where Evacuation Advisories issued 
may cancel classes.  Please follow instructions from Department and Division.  

(6) Others
① If a class is not cancelled but a student cannot attend due to unavoidable circumstances 
stated below happened in your residential area or while commuting, he or she can ask the 
Students Affairs Division in charge not to penalize them for being absent from the class.
*In case of a weather warning same as #1 above is issued
*In case of an earthquake same as #4 above is occurred 
*In case of public transportation note stated at #2 is suspended 
② In the case that issuance of weather alert and evacuation instruction, suspension of 
public transportation can be predicted well beforehand, or there is necessity of emergently 
cancel classes, university may announce class cancellation by official web page or KOAN.
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J

Japanese Studies Program [J]

1. Program Outline

The Japanese Studies Program is a one-year program intended for undergraduate-level 
Monbu-kagaku-sho scholarship recipients specializing in Japanese Studies. In this program, 
in addition to regular classes, an instructor teaches students individually or in a small 
group (Directed Research & Reading). The program aims to cultivate individuals who are 
knowledgeable and active in the fields of Japanese language and culture. Through research 
and related activities, students acquire a high level of Japanese proficiency, field-specific 
knowledge, as well as the ability to conduct research and investigations in these areas.

Deepen knowledge of Japanese 
language and culture

Improve proficiency in listening,
speaking, reading and writing skills
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Course Information

The [J] program features a Research Course and a Practical Japanese Course. Students 
select their course at the beginning of the Fall-Winter term. If a student chooses to change 
courses, that change is made effective from the following Spring-Summer term. As a general 
rule, students are not permitted to change courses mid-semester.

Research Course
The Research Course is designed for students interested in research on the Japanese 

language and culture. In the Research Course students gain research skills by acquiring 
knowledge and methodology of each research field. Successful students are expected to 
write a text and make an oral presentation, as well as answer questions using Japanese 
technical terms. Students submit a paper detailing the results of their research and take an 
oral exam at the time of completion of the course.

Practical Japanese Course
The Practical Japanese Course is designed for students aspiring to work broadly in 

society, utilizing their Japanese language skills and knowledge of Japanese culture. In the 
Practical Japanese Course students gain comprehensive skills through reporting about their 
activities, engaging in group discussion and participating in course activities both on and 
off campus. Students also refine the language skills necessary to convey their opinion and 
understand complex topics. Students are required to write a report on the result of their 
research and activities at the time of completion of the course.
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2. Requirements for [J] Program Certificate

① All students must complete the specified number of required subjects and electives in the 
selected course. 

② Students must make a midterm presentation and final presentation.
③ At the time of completion of the program, Research Course students are required to write 

and submit a research paper in Japanese and pass an oral interview. Practical Japanese 
Course students are required to submit a report in Japanese.

Number of required classes for each course

Research Course

Category
Class hours

Fall-Winter
Terms

Spring-Summer
Terms Subtotal Total

Required Directed Research
& Reading (JDR) 1 1 2

20 or more
Electives

Japanese Language
Subject at least 6

18 or more
Research 
Subject at least 6

  Research paper and interview

Practical Japanese Course

Category
Class hours

Fall-Winter
Terms

Spring-Summer
Terms Subtotal Total

Required Directed Research
& Reading (JDR) 1 1 2

23 or more
Electives

Japanese Language
Subject at least 8

21 or more
Research 
Subject at least 2

  Report 
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3. Outline of Subjects

3-1. Required Subjects
Research Course students and Practical Japanese Course students are enrolled in "Directed 

Research & Reading (JDR)."

【Directed Research & Reading】（JDR）
An instructor offers careful guidance to students individually or in a small group, taking 

into consideration each student's interest and their field and purpose of study. Research Course 
students synthesize their findings and submit a thesis paper. Practical Japanese Course students 
are guided in the completion of a report on their investigations and experiences conducted on 
and off campus. All students present their findings at the scheduled presentations.

3-2. Electives
There are two categories of elective class:①【Japanese Language Subjects】and②【Research 

Subjects】.
For detailed information on classes available each semester, please refer to List of Classes.

①【Japanese Language Subjects
Participating students select from a broad range of elective subjects matched to their 

individual proficiency level. These include Reading (RDG), Listening (LIS), Writing (WRT), 
Speaking (SPK), Grammar & Vocabulary (GV), and Kanji & Vocabulary (KV) and are offered 
at the Pre-intermediate, Intermediate, Upper-intermediate and Advanced course levels.

Japanese Pre-intermediate Reading（RDG）
For A2 students who can:

-understand the Japanese alphabet and basic passages about daily-life situations (for 
example: pamphlets, schedules, menus, short e-mails, and private letters).

Japanese Pre-intermediate Listening（LIS）
For A2 students who can:

-comprehend audio in daily situations, such as simple short messages or  announcements.
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Japanese Pre-intermediate Writing（WRT）
For A2 students who can:

-write short messages or memos on daily matters;
-write brief private e-mails.

Japanese Pre-intermediate Speaking（SPK）
For A2 students who can:

-explain daily matters using elementary words, phrases and sentences;
-conduct brief social exchanges with others.

Japanese Pre-intermediate Grammar & Vocabulary（GV）
For A2 students who can:

-understand basic, commonly-used words within elementary vocabulary;
-understand expressions written in basic sentence patterns.

Japanese Pre-intermediate Kanji & Vocabulary（KV）
For A2 students who can:

-read and write basic kanji commonly-used in daily life;
-understand basic and commonly-used kanji expressions.

Japanese Intermediate Reading（RDG）
For B1 students who can:

-comprehend passages written about daily matters or a topic of their interest, for example, 
newspaper articles or private letter exchanges.

Japanese Intermediate Listening（LIS）
For B1 students who can:

-comprehend audio about daily matters or a topic of their interest, such as weather 
forecasts or train station announcements.

Japanese Intermediate Writing（WRT）
For B1 students who can:

-write a short essay about their daily life or a topic of their interest;
-write a short letter or e-mail;
-write a cohesive text using basic words and expressions.

Japanese Intermediate Speaking（SPK）
For B1 students who can:

-make a speech about their daily life or a topic of their interest while using tense 
correctly;
-express their views using subordinate sentences;
-participate in one-to-one conversation;
-pronounce words without causing misunderstandings.
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Japanese Intermediate Grammar & Vocabulary（GV）
For B1 students who can:

-understand most elementary vocabulary;
-understand expressions using basic sentence patterns.

Japanese Intermediate Kanji & Vocabulary（KV）
For B1 students who can:

-read and write basic kanji;
-understand basic kanji expressions.

Japanese Upper-intermediate Reading （RDG）
For B2 students who can:

-understand somewhat technical contents within their field of specialty, including 
introductory textbooks or lecture materials;
-read modern novels;
-infer the meaning of an unfamiliar word;
-read and understand the stance and opinion of the author.

Japanese Upper-intermediate Listening（LIS）
For B2 students who can:

-understand somewhat technical contents in a long conversation or a lecture within their 
field of specialty;
-understand news, broadcasts, current events or movies;
-infer the meaning of an unfamiliar word.

Japanese Upper-intermediate Writing（WRT）
For B2 students who can:

-write a report relating to their field of specialty;
-write an article or a report given enough time;
-distinguish fact from their own opinion;
-create paragraphs while considering essay structure;
-write a cohesive text.

Japanese Upper-intermediate Speaking（SPK）
For B2 students who can:

-present a speech about their field of specialty clearly and in detail;
-present their research findings with enough preparation;
-distinguish fact from their own opinion;
-actively engage in a conversation;
-speak fluently to a certain extent.

Japanese Upper-intermediate Grammar & Vocabulary（GV）
For B2 students who can:

-understand fundamental vocabulary relating to their field of specialty;
-understand expressions using somewhat high-level sentence patterns.
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Japanese Upper-intermediate Kanji & Vocabulary（KV）
For B2 students who can:

-read and write somewhat high-level commonly-used kanji;
-understand commonly-used kanji expressions in addition to somewhat high-level kanji 
expressions within their field of specialty.

Japanese Advanced Reading（RDG）
For C1 students who can:

-understand texts from various fields written in standard Japanese;
-understand an introductory book even if it is not of their field of specialty;
-understand a technical book, an article or lecture material of a high level if it is of their 
field of specialty;
-understand the part of a text emphasized by the author.

Japanese Advanced Listening（LIS）
For C1 students who can:

-understand topics from various fields spoken in standard Japanese;
-understand a basic-level lecture even if it is not of their field of specialty; 
-understand a higher-level lecture of their field of specialty;
-enjoy most TV programs or movies without any special effort;
-grasp the flow of a conversation with more than three participants.

Japanese Advanced Writing（WRT）
For C1 students who can:

-write a somewhat technical article or report about subjects from various fields;
-write a cohesive text;
-put an emphasis on their opinion in the text.

Japanese Advanced Speaking（SPK）
For C1 students who can:

-present a speech containing somewhat technical content about subjects from various 
fields;
-coherently present an argument from a single perspective;
-participate in conversations while cooperating with other participants;
-express themselves fluently.

Japanese Advanced Grammar & Vocabulary（GV）
For C1 students who:

-understand fundamental vocabulary within a variety of fields;
-understand the highest level sentence patterns necessary for any social situation.

Japanese Advanced Kanij & Vocabulary（KV）
For C1 students who:

-read and write almost all kanji used in daily life;
-understand almost all kanji expressions necessary for conducting any social situation;
-understand higher-level kanji expressions if it is of their field of specialty.
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②【Research Subjects】
These subjects allow students to gain the requisite knowledge and skills to conduct 

research in their field. Through language and language education, as well as the study of 
literature, history, sociology and Japanese thought, students acquire a contrastive perspective 
of Japanese culture and are able to engage in discussion of content learned in class to deepen 
their understanding. 

The following classes are offered: Japanese Linguistics, Japanese Language Education, 
Japanese Thought, Japanese History, Japanese Literature, Japanese Contemporary Culture, 
and Japanese Social Sciences. 

For each Research Subject, there is an introductory course (“Introduction to XX”) that 
provides foundational knowledge in the subject concerned while taking into consideration 
students’ practical ability.

Japanese Linguistics（LIN）
Students analyze various characteristics of the Japanese language from a linguistic 

perspective. This involves the subfields of phonetics and phonology, morphology and 
syntax, pragmatics and semantics, typology, contrastive linguistics, social linguistics, and 
the history of Japanese.

Japanese Language Education（EDU）
This subject provides students with the requisite knowledge and perspective used in 

examining various aspects of Japanese language education. This includes basic knowledge 
of Japanese language education, second language acquisition and language pedagogy. 
Students learn to apply knowledge from related fields such as linguistics and Japanese 
linguistics in order to deepen their understanding of language education.

Japanese Thought（THO）
This subject examines Japanese thought through disciplines such as religious studies, 

folkloristics, and cultural anthropology. Students investigate Japanese culture and society 
from a historical perspective, looking closely at aspects of traditional Japanese culture such 
as annual festivals and functions. 

Japanese History（HIS）
This subject teaches Japanese history spanning from ancient to modern times. Students 

explore topics in Japanese society and Japanese culture through the lens of Japanese 
history. This includes cultural history, as well as practices like Japanese calligraphy and tea 
ceremony.  

Japanese Literature（LIT）
This subject teaches Japanese classical literature, dating from the Nara period to the 

Edo period, as well as modern and contemporary literature, written from the Meiji period 
onward. This subject deals also with literary history and criticism, as well as traditional 
Japanese performing arts.
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Japanese Contemporary Culture（CON）
This subject teaches contemporary and modern Japanese culture as well as research 

methodology. Students familiarize themselves with cultural characteristics, historical trends 
and current problems facing Japanese society. Knowledge of research methods used in 
sociology and comparative culture deepens students’ understanding of cultural research.

Japanese Social Sciences（SOC）
This subject examines Japanese society from a sociological perspective, considering 

politics, economics and management, including discussion of international relations. 
Students deepen their understanding of Japanese society through investigations of current 
affairs and historical analyses.

※ Depending on the results of the placement test, those students for whom it is deemed 
necessary are required to take Japanese Language Subjects（JGV or MGV α /β, etc.） 
designated by their instructors.

※ Depending on the results of the placement test, students who are judged to be within the 
C2 range of Japanese proficiency must take a specified number of research subjects per 
year: a minimum of 18 for Research Course students, and a minimum of 21 for Practical 
Japanese Course students. 

※  In the Spring-Summer term, students may register and take up to two classes offered by 
other faculties. These classes relate to Japanese language and culture and are specifically 
designated by the CJLC. Such classes count as Research subjects (R) toward the credit 
requirements for completion of the J Program.
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4. Extracurricular Activities

To improve students’ Japanese language skills and to deepen their understanding of 
Japanese language, culture and society, the CJLC plans various activities on and off campus.

(1) The CJLC offers opportunities to view Japanese traditional performing arts, such as kabuki 
and bunraku, in order to help students deepen their understanding of Japanese art and 
culture.

(2) The CJLC plans tours of places of interest for students to help them better understand 
Japanese history, folklore, economy and business management.

(3) To experience the culture of Japanese daily life, students may participate in the host 
family program and other events organized or introduced by Osaka University Center for 
International Education and Exchange (5th floor, Minoh Campus).

※ Various activities are organized in addition to those listed above. Detailed information will 
be posted on the bulletin board near the CJLC Office or CJLC Library Room.
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See KOAN for details of each subject.
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